
Noon Bible Study: Galatians 3 (Part 1)
Paul is writing this letter to the churches of Galatia out of his love and concern for their spiritual well-being. He has received word 
that after he left them they began to move away from the true Gospel he announced. He has preached that a person can be forgiven 
and brought near to God through faith in Jesus Christ and His work on the cross. The opposing messages injected an additional step of 
following and keeping the Mosaic Law as the way to stay right with God.

Paul’s case against the “legalism” gospel is that his message to the Galatians came directly from Jesus himself. (Why would you 
believe something that isn’t sourced as well as that!) He then brings them into his own biographical journey of faith.  We learn that 
not only was Paul’s gospel from Christ, but the leading figures of Christ’s church also believed and taught the same (namely James, 
Peter & John).  Paul tells this story to bolster his argument that his message was true and pure.

And now he’s going to move away from the outside reasons and point right at the Galatians' own experience with God as it relates to 
the gospel and its power.  He’s talked about his own journey and now he’s going to arrive close to home, for the galatians.

Galatians 3:1-5 - Probing Questions

There are a few key words to highlight in Paul’s questions:

v. 1 - “bewitched” - βασκαίνω (baskaino) - to speak evil, in other words to cast a spell upon, or powerfully deceive.

“Publicly portrayed” - Paul knows his gospel preaching was so clear that it was as if they were there, or had seen Christ 
crucified.  He’s hitting at the fact that they knew what they knew and yet somehow got tricked anyway.  That’s why he 
begins the verse with the concept of “foolishness”

Paul begins with a series of direct and challenging questions to get the Galatians thinking. These are questions that cut 
through the emotion and pressure of the moment and get to the heart of what is at stake with all of this.  Here’s a summary 
of these questions:

1 - Did you receive the spirit by keeping the law or when you heard the gospel and had faith? (v. 2)

2 - You started out this walk of faith by relying on God’s spirit. Are you now planning to finish the race and fight 
sin by your flesh (Paul’s word to mean human ability and strength). (v. 3)

3 - Did you experience all the trials and tribulations you have so far for no reason? If you could have just 
continued to keep the law and be saved, why have you suffered as a Christian (v. 4)?

4 - When you have seen signs, miracles and wonders, did you see them as a result of keeping the Jewish Law or by the 
power of God’s spirit working by faith? (v. 5)

These are actually really good questions!
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Before we dig into these questions a bit more, let’s remember some of what is recorded about Paul’s time in Galatia.

Acts 13:42-52 - Paul & Barnabas in Pisidian Antioch: The gospel spreading, disciples filled with joy & the holy spirit

Acts 14:1-3 - Paul & Barnabas in Iconium: Many signs and wonders

Acts 14:8-10 - Paul & Barnabas in Lystra: Lame (from birth) Man Healed

Acts 14:19-22 - Paul Stoned In Lystra & Miraculously Healed

These Scriptures record what happened to and in the eyes of the Galatian disciples that Paul is writing Galatians 3 to.  They had seen 
a great move of God in their region and it was because of the gospel of Jesus Christ.  So now let's consider again Paul’s questions:

1 - Did you receive the spirit by keeping the law or when you heard the gospel and had faith? (v. 2)

2 - You started out this walk of faith by relying on God’s spirit. Are you now planning to finish the race and fight sin by 
your flesh (Paul’s word to mean human ability and strength). (v. 3)

3 - Did you experience all the trials and tribulations you have so far for no reason? If you could have just continued to 
keep the law and be saved, why have you suffered as a Christian (v. 4)?

4 - When you have seen signs, miracles and wonders, did you see them as a result of keeping the Jewish Law or by the power 
of God’s spirit working by faith? (v. 5)

The resounding answer to Paul’s rhetorical questions is “it was by faith in the gospel and through the power of God’s spirit that our 
lives were changed!”  And if that’s the answer to the question, the follow up question for the church must be Galatians 3:1:

“Oh, foolish Galatians! Who has cast an evil spell on you? For the meaning of Jesus Christ's death was made as clear to you 
as if you had seen a picture of his death on the cross. (NLT)”

This brings up an important question for us to answer.  

Q - What happened and why?  How does someone drift from a personal relationship with God and a simple grace-based view of 
salvation to believing that obeying a set of rules is right, better, or required?

Q - What are the things in our world that might cause us to drift from the simplicity of the gospel?  Not to turn to sin, but 
to turn to trusting in something other than the grace of God.  What is it that tempts us to “earn” or “keep” our salvation?

Q - In what areas are you susceptible to turning away from living by the spirit and living by the flesh (aka your own 
efforts and ability?)

Paul is setting up something here that will become clearer later.  There is a battle for each of us between the “flesh” and the 
“spirit”. Our battle of the flesh might not be keeping the law, but there are challenges that we will face in this area nonetheless.  
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“Living by the spirit” does not mean do nothing and God will do everything or that once you receive the spirit, it doesn’t matter how 
you live - if you think that after hearing the gospel we are all set with no response, you’re bewitched just as much as the Galatians 
were. (ex: Matthew 7:21-23).  We need to understand what grace really means.  We need to know what’s true.  We often think those 
two virtues are in competition somehow, but they are not.  We need grace and truth and we need truth and grace.  Paul’s heart for 
the Galatians, and for us, is that we be not moved away from the truth of the gospel and simple devotion to Jesus as our Lord, which 
is all empowered and fueled by the holy spirit.

He will write to the Corinthian church a similar word:

2 Corinthians 11:3-4 - But I am afraid that, as the serpent deceived Eve by his craftiness, your minds will be led astray from 
the simplicity and purity of devotion to Christ. 4 For if one comes and preaches another Jesus whom we have not preached, or 
you receive a different spirit which you have not received, or a different gospel which you have not accepted, you bear this 
beautifully.

And for us in this current generation, we must return to the Jesus revealed in Scripture specifically.  We must abide in him, reading 
the gospel accounts and letting his teachings guide us. He provides the perfect mix of grace and truth.  And that’s really what we 
need in this situation.  We need the grace of God: to know we’re loved and wanted and pursued, and that nothing we do/don’t do earns 
this love from God.  And we need the truth of God: what is really going on in this world, in our hearts, what must we do to be saved, 
how should we live?  Grace and truth.  We must have the balance of grace and truth.  And the place those two realities meet is in 
Jesus Christ himself:

John 1:14 - And the Word became flesh, and dwelt among us, and we saw His glory, glory as of the only begotten from the 
Father, full of grace and truth.

John 1:17 - For the Law was given through Moses; grace and truth were realized through Jesus Christ.

Keeping our eyes on Jesus is the first and primary role of a disciple. If our commitment is to him, we won’t be swayed by counterfeits, 
imitations or other offers.  We’ll close today with the reminder from the great hymn:

On Christ the solid rock I stand, 
all other ground is sinking sand, 
all other ground is sinking sand.
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